[Palliative demolitive surgery].
Nine cases of untreatable tumour in which radical surgery was employed palliatively are presented. Three hemipelvectomies for recurrent rhabdomyosarcoma were performed. In one case, death occurred postoperatively, probably as a result of pulmonary embolism. One patient survived for 8 months, while the other is still alive after three years. Of two cases in which interscapulothoracic disarticulation was performed, survivals of 9 and 5 months were observed in subjects with fibrosarcoma in a mastectomy site and recurrent sarcoma of the humerus with ling metastases. Survival to 7 months was obtained in a case of sarcoma of the maxilla, while three patients with squama cell cancer of the mouth floor, chondrosarcoma of the mandible and botryoid sarcoma of the tonsillar fossa are still living after periods of 10 months to 2 yr. Though devoid of schematic indications, palliative demolition surgery can be considered in borderline cases where the operative risk is not high. Irrespective of "quantity", the "quality" of life remaining to the patients can be made compatible with the psychophysiological limits of the human personality.